The Dedication of the Church

play-acting, the criminal was again pricked and this time left to
die.

Whatever may be the precise truth about this remarkable drug,
of which other travellers make no mention, the Friar was con-
vinced that the royal physician administered it to him and that it
was the cause of his recovery.

By the time he was on his feet again the church was finished,
and a day for its dedication fixed in the third week of October,
when the monsoon was over. It was a great occasion. The interior
was decorated with sprays of bamboo and palm and also with
flowers made of silk which one of the Japanese Christians pre-
sented. The altar was covered with these flowers in gold vases
studded with jewels which, somehow or other, had been borrowed
from the royal treasury. (It is salutary to recall here how at
Dianga Friar Manoel had refused the Hindus a loan of hangings
for their festival.) The Mrauk-u treasury lent no less than twenty-
four such gold vases, four of which were so massive that a man
could scarcely lift them. Many silver vases were also lent, some
being used as ornaments, some as incense burners, and some to
hold Chinese incense sticks. In the middle of the altar was the
gold betel box given by the King under a picture of the Yirgin,
with incense slicks of superior quality burning on each side. And
the nave was completely covered with Indian and Persian carpets.
The flowers, the floating incense, the many colours, the air of
mystery, became the talk of the Court, like all courts idle and
attracted by novelties. Many grandees sauntered down to have a
look. Manrique, engaged though he was with hearing confessions
and conducting the Mass, was continually being called out to
receive noblemen and answer their questions about the "Virgin
Mary. On the actual day of the dedication such a crowd of cour-
tiers and their retainers appeared and tried to push their way
through the door, that the Catholic congregation could not get in
and it was found necessary to send for the police. The constables
with difficulty turned away the Arakanese, the door was secured
and Mass celebrated. Manrique preached a sermon, exhorting his
congregation to worship the Virgin, whose support they sorely
needed, living as they did among a people in the 'grip of the
Devil'. There were fireworks that night.
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